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. The object of this Association is to maintain €x-
isting Christian features in the American govern-
ment, such as our Sabbath Laws, the Bible in the
C_hOOISa and the Christian law of Marriage _and
'oree, to resist the encroachments of secularism,
and to secure whatever legislation, constitutional

or statutory experience has proved or may prove
needful to thege ends,

APP—'FOV%I of the Objects of the Association and
a contribution to the treasury, constitute the donor
a member for the current year,

The payment of Fifty Dollars within one year
constitutes the donor a Life Member.
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DIVORCE REFORM.
BY JUDGE M. RUSSELL THAYER.

Every attentive observer of the times, every man who reflects
0N passing events, must have noted the necessity for some
movement in the divection of Divorce Reform.

For some years past a clond has been visible on our horizon
which has heen gradually inereasing in magnitude and in hlack-
ness until its portentous shadow threatens, nnless something is
done, to overwhelm our domestic nstitutions and to poison the
very fountain of all our domestic charity. The incerease of divorces,
which appears by the authoritative tables published by the Qom-
missioner of Labor, in pursnance of an act of Congress—for this
evil is of such magnitude that it has attracted the attention of
Congress, and they devoted $10,000 to defray the expenses of
gathering the facts upon this subject—I say, the report of that
Commissioner shows a state of things in this country, that is
simply frightful in its character. The table which this Com-
missioner has prepared, and an abstract of which has been pub-
lished under the auspices of the National Reform Association
extends over a period of twenty years. Tt shows that during
that period not far short of 400,000 divorces have been ob-
tained in this country, and what is most frightful about it is the
geometric ratio by which this evil is increasing from year to
3,-'@:11-. every year during these twenty showing an inerease of
more than 1000 cases over the previous year, until at last we
have reached this infamous agaregate,




Surely it is time for the people to move when such facts are
brought to their knowledge, if they value the institutions of their
country. What State can long endure the multiplication at this
rate, of such vice ap'this? How long will it be hefore the whole
boby politic shall become disintegrated and rotten under the
operation of such canses as this?  And how long can any State
preserve its integrity and its moral virtues under the steady ad-
vance of such a flood of viee as this? .

THE LESSON OF HISTORY.

Mr. DeQuiney, in that brilliant essay of his upon the Roman
Cuesars, tells us that during the first 400 years of the common-
wealth of Rome not one divorce was applied for or gl':mtn)d in

the Roman State. We all know that that was the peried of

Roman glory, of republican virtue, of heroic selfisacrifice—the
noblest era in the history of that once proud pecple.  But now,
mark the result! After the civil wars occurred which tore the
State, the morals of the people were corrupted to such an ex-
tent that during the empire, which succceded, divorces became
as numerous as marriages. Men got divorces in order that they
might marry, and they married that they might be divoreed, until,
as Seneca tells us, and he is a competent witness, the Roman
people were accustomed to number their years, not by the num-
ber of the Consuls which they had had, which had been their
previous custom, but by the number of the marriages which they
had made. Who need wonder that such a state of society was
_succeeded, as we know it was succeeded, by the poisonings and
the murders and the assassinations and the forging of wills which
corrupted the whole social life of Rome until the time that the
Barbarians knocked at her gates and overthrew her power. Yet,
these Babarians, so corrupted had this Roman people become,
HRee THhig virtuous than they. Although they were clad in
sheepskins and hearskins, and had the outward aspect of savages,
they had greater respect for the institution of marriage and for

the saneredness of all the relations which depend upon it than had
the people whom they conquered. Yes, people who came out
of the forests of Germany, and the Baltiz pirates, had a greater
reverence for the sanctity of marriage than this Roman people
had.

What is to exempt us from the fate of Rome if we become
equally corrupt 7 If licentiousness and weakness are to rule the
day, if the family relation, which is the very beginning of the
State, is to be abolished, what is to become of this nation?
Well does Dr. Herrick Johnson, of Chicago, in his appeal to
the American people upon this subject, exclaim: ¢ A sound falls
from Heaven: Ye have sowed the wind and ye shall reap the
whirlwind! The nation and the kingdom that will not serve
God, shall perish.” The people who will deliberately trample
upon the fundamental law of the Creator himself, and who will
take no steps to reform their lives and to root out this cancer,
may expect the fate of all nations who have become derelict in

morality and religion.
PENNSYLVANIA'S RECORD.

Some of the United States are more conspicuous for their dis-
reeurd of the divine law and of the precepts of virtue which
r‘lﬁcld the family relation than other St-:ltf_'sT We have no cause
to be very proud of our own status in thiz State, let me tell you.
We have not yet peached the unenvied pre-eminence of Illinois,
which numbers 86,000 divorces during the period mentioned
in Mr. Wright’s table, and whose divorces reach now year by
year between 2000 and 3000, but we are fast attaining unto it,
for there have been in this State, during the same period, more
than 16,000 divorces and the average is befween 1000 and 2000
sing all the time, Itisa

tens to overclond our sky

per annum, but this average ig increa
growing evil. It is one which threa
and eventually to corrupt the whole State.




THE JUDGE'S HANDS TIED,

“ Well, why,” some one will ask, “if this is so, do the courts
go on and decree divorces?” The answer is that the courts have
no control over the subject, for the terms of the law which ay-
plies to divorce are sach that the Judge has no diseretion what-
ever.  Now we should not bein sueh a bad plight if any judicial
discretion were vested in the courts upon this suljject.  Whoever
can file a petition and show that his wife or her iusband has
left him or her, has in the technieal language of the law deserted
him or her, although he or she may have only stepped across
the street to a father's house, or to a hotel, and although there
is a perfect understanding between them upon the subject that
there shall be a desertion as a basis for divorce, he or she is en-
titled at thewend of two years to a divoree—indeed. is entitled
before that, but cannot get a finul decree until that time has
elapsed.  Well, could there be a more preposterous thing than
this? I have made many such entries against the dictates of
my own conscienve. 1 felt it was wrang, yet [ was obliged by

-my official oath to do it, because I had sworn to administer the
law, and I am obliged to administer the law not as T would like
it to be, not as a Christian and moral people would Jike it to be,
but as I find it. Inmany and many a ease have I felt, although I
had mnot the evidence of it, that this thing was being done by
agreement, and that people who were bound by the laws of God
o remain united were sundering themselves by a trick, and 1
did not have the power or capacity to stopit. I am bound, and
every judge is bound, hand and foot in this matter. '
THE REMEDY,

Now what I have to say, in conclusion, as an expression of my

my own opinion upon this subject is this:  You may create as

many checks upon divoree as you please, you may pass as many
acts of Assembly as would reach from here to New York, mak-

.or interposing some slight delay perhaps,

: T » CX]ENSeS,
ing it more difficult to get divorces, or INCredsing the exf I
¥ l but you will not touch the
' New York have had the cour-
uleer until you do what the people of New York hllw’; 198
Y . _ e Tivoree exce
age and virtue to do, and that 1s to abolish .IL Lt] S
. : ) i s furiher than that
for a single cause. They have gone further t S
Carolina. They have abolished it for any canse, ‘11",‘ - ihE
. sinole divoree
vears past at any rate there has not been single divo
State of South Carolina.
It we would get rid of this evil we must app k
i % " . er
reform to it. There is no use of attempting to tin e
* e 14 g =
laws., It is of no use to throw obstacles in the way, 101, .
There is no use looking

apply some radical
at divoree

ever great, they will be overcome. 1y, and the sooner
about for expedients. There is but one remedy, T £ I-ONE’luuion
the people of this State, of this L'.Ol:II]tI'_‘{", come to. .1 hrl‘nt] , f.‘orht.he
and determine to apply that remedy, the better ﬂ-f e be -
State and the United States. Youmay go on l_egmh"t_mg Outhi;
and yvou will aceomplish practically nothing in (_'.l_lt-.t;l'lltg Sl‘tl)lm 0}
immense evil until you go as far, at least e the‘ gl Ay <
New York has gone, and abolish divorces f?ar ]cvi;ichomﬁmd 8
heaven, except that one which selen?ls t'o 1.1:.u-.(, ,_.eu\\-"hﬁ“a“.e have
a cause by the Divine Author of Christianity. e
come to that conclusion, and when we ]1;1\_-@ h-C(r!;:FL by the num-
our Legislature up to that point, i slh?\-‘.cwn‘ safely pass the
ber of people behind their Bacles SR 't-](.}f' 1;1i;m'i]:-—then we
kind of a law that is necessary to get i 01 . thbn:f'nrc

shall cut up this giant evil by the roots, and not belorc.
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